


 

A young artist, feeling extinguished by the world 
around them, attempts a rise from the depths of doubt. 

Phoenix is a struggling artist - not only in the 
financial sense -  but also in heart, mind and soul.  
The dreams of this creative seem so close to being 
fully realised… 

The next step of Phoenix’s journey is a dance 
performance that could be a springboard to paid, 
professional work.  Alas, Phoenix’s reality - the 
external pressure of her peers and her world - have 
left her feeling extinguished, losing her “flame” and 
ultimately threatening the vision and creation of this 
pivotal artwork.  

Torn in all directions, Phoenix must find a way to 
rise from inner-turmoil, and create a work that has 
meaning and resonance - before the “authentic self” is 
lost forever. 

An Artist, Young is a love letter, written to art 
itself. It is a challenge to connect, accept, explore 
and create.  What drives an individual to create?  
What are their struggles, internal and external?  How 
is artwork conceptualised, realised and motivated?  In 
Ash Dorman’s directorial debut, you will find the 
answers to these questions, and a truth that you can 
grasp. 

Synopsis 



Stills 



An Artist, Young is the semi-autobiographical, debut 
short film from Ash Dorman, developed and produced in 
Melbourne, Australia. It was written by Ash as a 
response to the palette of accessible work that was 
out there in the industry with which trained actors 
could work.  Essentially, Ash grew frustrated at the 
various scripts he read that seemed to overlook the 
essence that is true art; he began to wonder, with the 
saturation of zombies and aliens, why couldn’t he find 
stories that excited him?  Hoping that he hadn’t just 
grown cold, Ash decided to answer his own burning 
question “Why the hell am I not finding many of these 
projects inspiring?”  

Instead of sitting on the question, Ash set out to 
explore.  From Ash’s own creative doubt, An Artist, 
Young rose into fruition.  From the get-go, this 
project was meant to be a flagship for young artists 
to connect with, support and believe in. 
 
The project grew organically by the collective 
creative voices with whom inspired its creation.  An 
Artist, Young had finally found its home and prospered 
from the passion of everyone involved.  Screaming from 
the darkness of each artist’s self, An Artist, Young 
helps those voices to be heard. 

About Our Film 



An Artist, Young is a love 
letter; I hope it feels 
honest and holds a message 
within itself for each 
viewer. The characters are 
flawed, real, all 
searching for the right 
way forward, but 
misconnecting and missing 
the point. In this sense, 
the world can be bleak and 
drab, perhaps even 
bordering on depressing - 
but that does not mean 
beauty is not to be found.  

I wanted An Artist, Young 
to be something everyone 
involved in could be truly 
passionate about, a story 
we could all honestly 
connect with and share as it becomes collectively 
owned. It’s that element, that shared narrative, I 
felt was missing from so much of the work I was 
encountering. An Artist, Young is a direct response to 
that discontentment and disheartened discovery. 

Phoenix’s exploration for the authentic “self” - as 
well as my own attempt to find myself as an artist, my 
voice, is hopefully a powerful tale that speaks to, or 
resonates on some level with, you. 

- Ash Dorman 

Director’s Statement 



Ash Dorman - Director, Writer, Producer  
Beginning his creative explorations as an actor, Ash discovered the ins 
and outs of character and soon his obsession and empathy for the human 
existence sprung into action. He begun to hungrily fill his mind and 
heart with stories, loving those full of honesty; stories that strived to 
lead us but refused to shy away form reality.  The joy Ash found in 
acting was the opportunity to be involved in telling a story. He loved 
being a story-teller, seeing this as our world’s oldest and most 
important phenomenon. This love lead Ash to writing and inevitably 
directing, his own stories. 
Ash believes in the importance of harnessing the power of collaboration. 
In this sense, he sets out with a vision that he shares with his 
participants, then lets the work (and the team) grow into something much 
more beautiful.  He likens this powerful, creative growth to a large 
strong oak rather than a shrunken bonsai, forced into submission. 

Ben Dervish-Ali - Producer 

Ben’s approach to art has always been about evolution.  And what better 
way to evolve than education?  Through nearly twelve years of educating 
young people and meeting various advocates of creativity, Ben has found 
solace within interpretation.  He is adamant that a text is living, and 
the moment it is published it is a product of the time in which it was 
written.  Therefore, the quest for finding a text’s relevance is ever-
changing and one challenge in which Ben has grappled with enthusiasm.  
Through directorship in the context of theatre for secondary students, he 
has brought to life Lord of the Flies, The Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow Up, Run 
Rabbit Run, Journey’s End, Bugsy Malone, and Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and 
has reworked the likes of The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, Sleepy 
Hollow, Treasure Island, Ned Kelly, King Arthur and Dracula.  With 
tertiary qualifications in the Creative Industries - Drama and Film, 
Television and New Media, and a long history of Dance training, Ben is 
excited to embrace his skills and experience for the production of a 
slate of multi-faceted works by Doorman Alley Art House, anticipated for 
release in the near future.         


Shamita Siva - Phoenix  
Shamita is a multifaceted performance artist and creative. Comfortable on 
stage or on screen, Shamita is a performer who enjoys a challenge. A 
trained dancer from an early age, she developed an interest in physical 
theatre forms such as Butoh alongside her acting. She holds a BA 
Performing Arts from Monash University, supplemented by training with 
Film & Television Studios International, Stella Adler AoA Los Angeles, 
and Meisner Technique. She enjoys pulling together her widespread 
passions in order to create engaging and lifelike characters, both 
comedic and dramatic. Shamita has performed in theatre productions across 
Australia, at venues such as The Butterfly Club, Sydney’s Old Fitz 
theatre, The Adelaide Adina Treasury and the Brisbane Powerhouse. Aside 
from acting she frequently dances or choreographs for music videos, 
events and workshops. She is an active performer in Australia's queer 
scene, and is passionate about creating for the LGBTIQ community. When 
Shamita is not acting or dancing you can find her writing spoken word, 
modelling, and teaching. 

The Artists 



 

Sheridan Morris-Flynn - Carly  
Discovering her passion for acting at the age of eight, Sheridan stepped 
onto a stage and found a place she felt she belonged.  Sheridan’s desire 
to pursue her passion led her to Los Angeles where her love of 
performance began to expand beyond herself. She discovered that - through 
performance, she could shed light on the parts of humanity that are 
usually hidden. She could explore big ideas, big issues and project them 
on a platform that enabled her to reach a variety of different audiences.  
As someone who is naturally curious about people, acting gave her the 
opportunity to delve into the who’s, what’s and why’s of characters. She 
is fuelled by the passion and desire to seek common ground between her 
and her characters and give voice to them.  Sheridan believes in the 
power of people and the power of performance. She believes that through 
it we can discover empathy and understanding of aspects of the human 
condition to which we otherwise wouldn’t be exposed.  Sheridan views 
herself as an actor that seeks truth, understanding, rawness, brutal 
honesty and love. 

Taylor James - Jordan  
Taylor James is an actor/film-maker with experience in both theatre and 
screen. Previous credits include various commercials in Australia, most 
recent being for Melbourne Polytechnic, and also a  variety of short-film 
ventures. Stage credits include Mockingbird Theatre’s “Quills”, and 
“Heart Thy Neighbour”  which played to sellout crowds throughout The 
Melbourne Comedy Festival. 

Shona Guiry - Shelly  
Starting dancing at the age of five, Shona found her love in performing 
and since then, her passion has only grown. Currently completing her 
third year of training at Kelly Aykers Full Time Dance; Shona has been 
trained in voice, acting, musical theatre, broadway/commercial jazz, 
ballet, contemporary/lyrical/tap/acrobatics and hip-hop. Her love for 
being on stage has fortunately allowed her to experience various 
modelling, acting and dancing opportunities.  

Phillip Pavlou - Darcy 
After a five year hiatus, Phil returned to the dance world through a 
series of interdisciplinary and underground works, primarily with 
alternative artists. Focused on both the humane and the technical aspects 
of performance and choreography, he aims to challenge the norms within 
both the dance world and society as a whole. Of particular interest is 
the preconceived notions of masculinity and femininity within the dance 
world, and how these archaic notions stifle the medium. Having completed 
a Bachelor of Dance at the Victorian College of the Arts in 2010, he 
brings a wealth of practical experience to the collaborative process of 
An Artist Young. 



Bianca Milani - Production Design 

Bianca is a commercial photographer and production designer fuelled by 
creative curiosity and the urge to learn new skills.  After graduating 
with a Masters Degree in Architecture at the age of 22, Bianca decided to 
explore her creativity across other mediums. She started taking photos at 
the beginning of 2009 and quickly became Tasmania's first well known 
festival photographer under the alias 'An Architect Photographed My 
Undies'. 

In 2010 Bianca moved to Melbourne to pursue her dreams of being an 
architect and quickly realised her passion for photography outgrew her 
love for architecture and what was once a hobby was now a full-time job. 
Her client base runs across all genres with portrait, food and 
architecture being at the forefront. After building a large rapport 
within the music industry, photographing the likes of Vance Joy, The 
Dandy Warhols and Pearce Brothers, she became interested in the film 
industry when one of her clients wanted stills along with a music video. 
In 2014, she dove in head-first and has now directed twelve music videos 
with four more in the pipeline for 2018. 

During 2016 - while dabbling across photography and directing - Bianca 
soon realised she could marry her passion for architecture, film and 
stills within the world of production design. Landing her first 
Production Design role on a small TVC, Bianca has now production designed 
and managed over seven shorts, seven music videos and four TVCs.  Forever 
humble and yearning for more knowledge, Bianca frequently assists as 
Stand-by Props on many shorts with the most recent achievement of the 
official selection of All These Creatures (Dir. Charles Williams) at the 
71st Festival de Cannes in competition for the 2018 Short Film Palme d’Or 
of which it was the winner. 



Written and Directed by:Ash Dorman 

Producers: Ben Dervish-Ali, Ash 
Dorman 
 
1st AD: Cody Webber  

DOP: Siim Tamm 

Production Designer: Bianca 
Milani  
  
Cast  

Phoenix: Shamita Siva 
Carly: Sheridan Morris-Flynn 
Jordan: Taylor James 
Shelly: Shona Guiry  
Darcey: Phillip Pavlou  

Crew  

Editor: Sean Smith 
Gaffer/Lighting Design: Stephen 
Loats  
Lighting Assistant: Evie Dartnell 
Camera Assistants: Marcus Cropp, 
Tim Hughes 
Sound Technicians: David Hall, Tim 
Hughes  
Data Wrangler: Cody Webber 
Lead Production Assistant: Taylor 
James  
Production Assistants: Tim Hughes, 
Madeleine Carroll, James Callaghan  
VFX: Ryan Bird  
Catering: Ben Dervish-Ali         
 

Music 

Original Song (Dance Track): 
Daniel Piggott 
Original Score: Kyle Jean 
Phillip Pavlov - Choreographer 
Shamita Siva - Choreographer  
Shona Guiry - Choreographer 
 
Design 

Head of Art Department/Wardrobe/ 
Set Design: Bianca Milani  
Production Illustrator: Tessa 
Little 
Art Department: Tina Schepers, 
Daniella Raniti  
Makeup Artist: Cody Webber 
Storyboard Artist: Katelyn 
Thompson 
Poster Design: James Callaghan 
Title Artwork: James Callaghan 

Pre-Production 

Pre-Production Design: Srini 
Madhavan  
Script Editor: Liam Lacy 
Location Scouts: Ben Dervish-Ali, 
Ash Dorman, Srini Madhavan 
Casting Directors: Ben Dervish-
Ali, Ash Dorman  

Special Thanks 
Alanah Guiry, Bianca Milani, Srini 
Madhavan, Ummok (Australian 
Fashion Label), Kieran Wheeler - 
Hummingbird, Hire & Fire Studios - 
North Melbourne, Maitri Centre - 
Richmond.   

 

Full Cast and Crew 



 

“An Artist, Young is a very relatable piece in terms of the content and 
storyline. It’s also important when considering mental health and the 
performing arts industry. So many of us are out there slogging and 
burning ourselves into the ground trying to make shit work and 
sacrificing our mental health for it. This film alludes to some of the 
trials of being a young artist. I also loved working with people who were 
as passionate about this story as any of the performers were. It was an 
awesome team of creatives from every angle.” 

	 	 	 	 	 - Shamita Siva, Phoenix  

“Through the final dance, we have deconstructed Phoenix’s angst, pain, 
insecurity - both past and present - finding a singular moment of peace. 
We have juxtaposed hip-hop, commercial dance and contemporary dance 
styles, as well as the shared and individual practice of the dancers as a 
means of generating choreography. Through this collaborative process, we 
have found a movement style that truly represents Phoenix, and more 
entirely, An Artist, Young.” 

                            - Phillip Pavlou, Darcy/ 

“Working on the set of ‘An Artist, Young’ was an incredible experience. 
From the moment I read the material I was instantly sucked in. There was 
clear vision, beautiful, poetic writing, characters full of depth; 
creating a connection with the theme of the script was easy and 
relatable. At our first cast meeting I knew the shoot would be nothing 
short of professional and working with a director such as Ash was a 
dream. He is passionate, dedicated, works insanely well with actors, 
understands character and has a clear vision. Our crew were organised, 
meticulous and made sure that everything was running smoothly. Ben, our 
producer, was always in contact and ensured that we were kept in the loop 
and being looked after. I had an absolute blast working on this film and 
am so thrilled to have been a part of it. Thank you for trusting me with 
Carly.” 
             

    - Sheridan Morris-Flynn, Carly 

Quotes 



Offical Sites 
doormanalley/AAY.com.au 
 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/anartistyoung/ 

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/an_artist_young/ 

Contact info 
Email the team at Doorman Alley Art House: 

info@doormanalley.com.au 

Ash Dorman (Writer, Director, Producer) 
 
Email: ashdorman1995@gmail.com 
International Phone: +61 4 448 937 001   
Within Australia: 0448 937 001 

 
Ben Dervish-ali (Producer) 
 
Email: ben@doormanalley.com.au  
International Phone: +61 4 450 178 107  
Within Australia: 0450 178 107 

Additional 
Information

http://doormanalley.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/anartistyoung/
mailto:info@doormanalley.com.au
mailto:ben@doormanalley.com.au
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